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	BUFORD -- The Mall of Georgia was one of the larger changes made in Buford in recent years, but businesses in the city's historic downtown, such as Mama's Board-n-Bike shop have felt some of these sudden changes as well. 

"We moved to Buford because it's a quaint little town," said Chuck Smillie, the shop's chief financial officer. "We've been very pleased with all the changes they've made to the downtown area." 

New streetlamps and sidewalk work runs the throughout areas of the historic district. 

"There are a lot of restaurants here as well," Smillie said. "It makes it a nice place to walk around after dinner." 

Aqua Terra Restaurant Manager Sara Morrison moved to the area for a Lake Lanier view. 

"I have family who live on the lake, and I have always loved the lake," Morrison said. "There is a lot more interest here in Buford in the past two years. We've seen some businesses come in and out, mostly art galleries." 

Aqua Terra has been in business for the past eight years. 

Although the Mall of Georgia has a strong presence in the city, Margaret Kolk, owner of Carisma Art Gallery, said the downtown area and local business remains a central focus. 

"I think the mall of Georgia had a positive effect because the City of Buford spent time adding money to the improvement of the downtown area about five years ago," said Kolk, an officer of the Buford Business Alliance. "The downtown area is a kind of an alternative to the mall." 

One unique aspect of the downtown merchants and businesses is that stores are individually owned. 

Kolk's gallery opened 2003 and represents about 65 local artists. 

Concerts and festivals are other draws, and this year the Tour de Georgia will come through the downtown, Kolk said. 

That's great news for Smillie, who is excited since his shop specializes in biking and other extreme sports. But he also credits downtown beautification efforts. 

"If you make the environment nice, people want to come," he said. 
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