Buford festival offers a good old time this summer
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Plan to cruise on into downtown Buford today for the "Old Time Summer in Historic Buford" festival.
Sponsored by the Buford Business Alliance and People's Bank and Trust, the celebration of Buford's heritage will get under way around 9 a.m. and continue through the afternoon, or even the evening.
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	Employees of People's Bank and Trust will once again don antebellum dresses as part of the Old Time Summer in Historic Buford celebration on Saturday in downtown Buford. Here, some employees gather during last year's festival.
 


On Main Street and the square along Scott Street you'll find folks in costume, civic clubs selling chicken sandwiches and people offering honey-baked hams. Along East Main Street will be parked all types of collectible and classic cars for you to peruse and perhaps purchase.

Ricky Cole, who's coordinating the car display, says there will be 40 to 45 vehicles on Main Street on Saturday. Some owners will be on hand to answer questions and talk about their cars.

"There'll be all types of cars," Cole said. "If you find one you like, you might drive away in it."

People's Bank and Trust is sponsoring free wagon rides. A horse-drawn wagon can accommodate about 15 people, said Marilyn Ledbetter, manager of the bank's branch in downtown Buford.

Several female bank employees are going to brave the July heat and don antebellum-era dresses, Ledbetter said.

There will be music and other entertainment as well.

Further down Main Street, at the Tannery Row Artist Colony, participants can enjoy free face painting. Studios, galleries and restaurants will be open, and many artists will be on hand.

The face painting will start at 11 a.m. and continue until 2 p.m., according to artist Jude Isaak. During that time, you can sit and become part of artist Judith Surowiec's "BIG" painting, which will be exhibited at a show of large artworks in the fall. Each work in the "BIG" show must have one dimension of at least 6 feet.

For more information, go to www.visitbuford.com.

